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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 OMB-01 AID-20 DRC-01 /136W 

123759 

R 280946Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8292 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
CINCPAC 
CDR USSAG NKP 

UNCLAS VIENTIANE 2510 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, LA 

SUBJECT: PHOUMI VONGVICHIT ARRIVAL IN VIENTIANE 

1. LPF SECRETARY-GENERAL AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 
NEGOTIATOR PHOUMI VONGVICHIT ARRIVED VIENTIANE AS 
SCHEDULED MARCH 27. ACCORDING TO RADIO PATHET LAO, 

HE SPENT PREVIOUS NIGHT IN HANOI AND WAS SEEN OFF AT 
AIRPORT THERE BY LE DUC THO AND OTHER DRV SENIOR 
OFFICIALS. 

2. PHOUMI WAS ACCOMPANIED BY HIS PRIVATE SECRETARY, 
PERSONAL DOCTOR AND BODY GUARD. HE WAS WELCOMED IN 
VIENTIANE BY DRV, INDIAN, SOVIET AND FRENCH AMBASSADORS: 
PRC CHARGE; ICC CHAIRMAN GHAREKHAN AND OTHERS. WIVES 
OF SOVIET AMBASSADOR AND PRC CHARGE PRESENTED PHOUMI 
WITH BOUQUETS OF FLOWERS. 

3. DURING SHORT PRESS CONFERENCE AT AIRPORT PHOUMI 
WAS EVASIVE ON FORMATION OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT, 
CLAIMING THAT LPF WAS "ALWAYS READY” BUT SITUATION DE- 
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PENDED ON VIENTIANE SIDE, "WHICH IS NOT YET PREPARED." 
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4. FROM ANOTHER SOURCE AT AIRPORT CEREMONY, PRESS 
REPORTED THAT PHOUMI HAD THREE MAJOR TASKS AHEAD: 

A) TO SET DATE FOR KING'S MEETING WITH THE TWO PRINCES 
AND DATE FOR FORMATION OF NEW GOVERNMENT; B) TO DISCUSS 
CHOICE OF NEUTRALIST CANDIDATES FOR MINISTERS AND DEPUTY 
MINISTERS OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND POLICE MINISTRIES; 
AND C) TO DISCUSS IN DETAIL FORMATION OF NEW GOVERNMENT 
AND JOINT NATIONAL POLICE COUNCIL (JNPC). 

5. RLG SPOKESMAN OUDAY ANNOUNCED MARCH 28 THAT PHOUMI 
AND PHOUN SIPRASEUTH WOULD MEET SOUVANNA TODAY AT 1500 
HOURS, "POSSIBLY TO SET DATE FOR ROYAL ORDINANCE FOR 
TWO PRINCES." 

WHITEHOUSE 
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